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cially he felt the method of the Scottish school to be loose
and unscientific. This had been pointed out by both Hamil-
ton and Whately, who sought to restore both theoretically
and practically the rigid correctness of Aristotle.

Accordingly, in the composition of his lectures, Pro-
fessor McCosh strove earnestly to supply the omissions
of the Scottish school. In his conclusions, Psychology
was held to be the first discipline of all mental science.
In constructing a system he gave a new and improved
arrangement of the relations which the mind can dis-
cover, which he held to be those of identity, of whole
and parts, of comprehension, of resemblance, of space and
time, of quantity and action, of property and causation.
Following Aristotle, he introduced into his teaching a
discussion of the phantasy or pictorial power; and from
his own speculations he brought forward what he called
the recognitive power, that by which the idea of an event
happening in the past is obtained. The mental powers
he divided into two classes, the cognitive and the motive,
including under the latter the feelings, the conscience,
and the will. What was then designated as Metaphysics
he sought to strip of the mystery which had been thrown
around it, regarding that department of mental science
as concerned with the fundamental laws of the intellect-
ual faculties. As to Logic, he became persuaded, after a
long course of careful reading and reflection, that no im-
provement was possible in that portion of it which deals
with reasoning, but he was otherwise impressed with
that part which deals with the notion in thought and
form in language. Accordingly, he examined that divi-
sion of his subject with interest and zeal, and concluded
that in the notion were three simple forms, the singular,
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